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OF THE oo 
Commons of England & 
IN ago 

Parliament aſſembled Þ 4 


» 


© For therelicf,and imployment of the 


Poor, and the puniſhing of Vagrants 
© . and otherdiſorderly perſons, withinthe City 


of London and Liberties thereof. 
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Z Whereby is conſtituted a Corporation, or 


*# Body Politick,conſiſting of a Prefident, Deputy, 
© Treaſurer, and Aſſiſtants for the due ordering 
and putting Inexecution the ſaid Aft. 
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Printed by Richard Cotes Printer to the 
Honourable City of London, 650. 
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'Y 


FOR | 
The Relief, and Imploywent of the 


Poore, and the puniſhment of 


Vagrants, and other diforderly 


Perſons,within the City of Loudon 
and the Libertics thereot. - 


Wag Hereas the neceflity, num- 
ber, and increate of the 
Poore, 1s very great within 
the City of London, and 

| Liberties thereof, for want 

of due pra* ion, for their 

relief and imployment ; 7 through 
negleQ of the due execu: 1 Laws 
A 2 and 


\ (2) 


and Statutes, as hah beene formerly made; 

For remedy whereof, and for the better 
execution of the Lawes and Statutes hereto- 
fore made in this behalf, and for the turther 
redreſſe of the miſchiets intended to bee 
hereby remedied 3 Bee it enacted; by this 
preſent Parliament, and by the authority 
of the lame, andit is hereby ” att. T hat 
from henceforth, cherc bee and ſhall bee a 
Corporation wichin the ſaid City of Lon- 
don, and Liberties thereof, conſiſting of 
a Prefident, Deputy to the Preſident, 

a Treaſurer, and fifty eight Aſſiſtants, 

whereof | the Lord Major of the ſaid City, 

for the time being, to bee the Pcefident, and 
tenne of the ſaid Aſſiſtants to bee of the 
Aldermen of the ſaid City for the time 
being, and the other fifty co be Freemen of, 
and Inhabitants of the ſaid City, choſen our 
of the ſeverall Wards of the ſaid City, rwo 
out ot every Ward reſpectively ; And that 
Sir Fohn Wollaſton, Iſaac Pennington, | homas 
Atkin, Thomas '"udrews, Samucll Avery, Fohn 
Bide, Tho er, Rowland Wilſon, Chri- 
fopher® 7 BY "'ohn Dethick,, Aldermen 
of 
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(3) 
of the ſaid City, {hall bee the firſt tenne 
Aldermen of the preſent Aſſiſtants, and 
that Francis Waterhouſe {hall be the preſenc 
Deputy co the Preſident, and that Maurice 
Gething, (hall bee the preſent Treaſurer, and 
that James Ruſſell, Richard Glyd, William 
Feſton, Tempeſt Milner, William Kendatl,Toby 
Liſle, Edmund Whitwell, Tohn C ock, Robert 
Mead, William Bromwich, Jobn Ewerett , 
Fohn Jones , John Bellamy, Jobu Babington, 
Richard Garforth, Fobert Tichbourne, Tobn 
Perrin, Thomas Bromfield, Samuel Moyer , 
Dierich Hoft, Richard Coyſh, Nich/las Cor- 
fellis, William Pennoyer , Chriſtopher Loawves, 
Lawrence Steel, Richard Floyde, Thomas 
Jenner, Lawrence Brinley, Tice Buſh, Thomas 


I White, Benjamin Blundell, Thomas Dawney, 


| Abrabam Babingten , Jacob Iurin= Edward 


Odling, Thomas Britweli, Iames Story, 
Tohe Berriford, William Wyberd, Richard 
Waring, lobn Dodd, VValter Lee, Harman 
Sheaf, John Fletcher, Owen Rowe, Mark 
Hiifl-y, Iobn Stone, and Clement Ireton, Cicy= 
zens of London, ſhall be the other Afliſtants, 
and that the ſucceeding Deputy , an4 

3 Trea= 


(4) 


Teaſurer ſhall from henceforth , and from 
time to time bee Eligible by the ſaid Cor. 
poration, orany ſeven, or more of them, 

early on the five and twentieth day of 
5 or within twenty eight dayes then 
next following, and ſhall have hereby 

power and auchority, and are hereby 
| authoriledat any rime or times, upon juſt 
and realonable cauſe, to amove the (aid 
Depnty, and Treaſurer tor the time being, 
or either of them from their places; And 
upon ſuch remoyall, or death of them, or 
either of them to ele one other Deputy, 
and Treaſurer, or either of them into the 
laid place, or places reſpedtively ; And that | 
{uch five of the tenne Aldermen (being 
Alsiſtants)as the Common-councell of the 
City of London think fit, ſhall fall off, or be 
amoved yearely, on the faid five and rwen- 
ryeth day of lure, or within twenty eight 
dayesafter; And that other five Aldermen | 
ſhall bee yearly ele&ed, by the {aid Com- 
mon=councell, on the day and time afore- 
{aid, ro bee Aﬀliſtants in the place of {uch as 
ſha!l ſo fall off, or bee amoved ; And that 


{uch 


(5) 

ſuch five and twenty of the other a(ciſtants; 
as the ſeveral Wards reſpeQively {hall think 
fit, ſhall likewiſe fall off, or bee amoved 
yearly on the faid. five and ewentyerh 
day of June, orWithin twenty eight dayes 
after; and that five and twenty other per- 
ſons, ſhall bee yearly elefed within the 
time aforeſaid by the Inhabitants of every 
Ward reſpeCtively, to bee Afliſtants in the 
places Gf ſuch as ſhall dye, or bee amoved 
as aforeſaid ; And that the firſt choice of all 
the ſaid Aſſiſtants ſhall bee made upon rhe 
five and twentyeth day of Jae, m the year 
of our Lord God 1650, or within twenty 
eight dayes then next following, And it 
is tuxther enacted, by the authority afore= 
laid; That the faid Preſident, Deputy, 
Treaſurer, and Aflvsiſtants for the time be= 
ing ſhall for ever hereafter, in name and fa, 
bee one Body Politique, and Corporate in 
Law, toall intentsand perpoſes, and ſhall 
have a perpetuall Succeſsion, and ſhall bee 
called by the name of the Preſident, and 
Governours, for the Poore of the City of 
Lexdox,and Liberties thereof, and ſue or 

plead 
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plead, or bee lued and impleaded by the 

name aforeſaid, in all Courts and places 
of Iadicature within this Nation; And by 
that name ſhall and may without Li. 
cenle in Mortmaine purchaſe, or receive 
any Lands, or Tenements, Hereditaments, 
not exceeding the yearly value of two 
rhouſand pounds of the Gitt , Alienation, 
or deviſe of any perſon or perſons, who 
are hereby withoue further Licenle, 
enabled to give the (ame, and any Goods, 
Chatcels; or tummes of Money, whatſoever, 
ro theule, intent, and purpole, hereafter 
limited, and appointed; And the: faid 
Corporation, or any ſeven of them ſhall 
have hereby power, and authority from 
time to-time, to meete and keepe Courts, 
for, the-ends and purpoles in:this AG ex=- 
preſſed, at ſuch time and place, as ſhall bee 
appointed by the ſaid Preſident, or his 
eons who are hereby -required upon 
defire of any foure of the ſaid Corpo- 
ration , atany time to cauſe a Court to bee 
warned accordingly; And ſhall have 
hereby authority from time to time,- to 


make 
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make, and appoint a Common Seale for 
the uſe of the faid Corporation. And 
it is further enacted by the authority a- 
foreſaid ; That it is, and ſhall bee Jawfull 
to, and for the ſaid Preſident and Govern- 
ours of the ſaid Corporation, for the 
time being, or any two of them, from 
time to time, to apprehend, or caule to bee 
apprehended, any Rogues, Vagrants, 
Sturdy Beggers,idle, and diforderly perions 
within the ſaid City, and Liberties, and 
to cauſe them to bee {er and kept to work; 
And iuch of them as by any former Sta- 
rute, are declared to bee Rogues, to bee 
duly puniſhed by putting in the Stocks, 
or whipping, as they ſhall finde caule; 
And 1hall- alſo have: power to diſpoſe of 
them to their places of bicth, or laſt a- 
bode, as the cale, according to the Laws 
and Statutes in that caſe provided ſhall 
require; "And alſo that it ſhall bee law- 
tull for the ſaid Preſident, and Govern- 
ours, or any two them, to apprehend, 
or cauſe to bee apprehended, and kept 
B 


at 


[5] 
at work, All ſuch other Poore perſons, 
and Baſtard children, and other Poore 
children able co worke, and inhabiting 
within the (aid City and Liberties, who 
are chargeable to any Pariſh, or have not 
{ufficient to maincaine themlelves; and 
in caſe of their refulall ſo co work ; That 
then 1c ſhall and may be lawtull, to and 
for the faid Preſident, and Governours, 
or any (evenof them to puniſh , or cauſe 
ro bee puniſhed as Vagrants, ſuch perſons | 
ſo refuſing to work; And bee it further 
enated by the authority aforeſaid, as 
well for the purpoles aforeſaid, as for the 
better execution of Juſtice within the 
faid Cicy and Liberties, That all and 
every the Aldermen of the ſaid City, 
which hath performed and paſſed, or that 
hereafter performe and paſle the Office of 
Sheriffe of London, at the end of his; 
and their Sherivalty, and during fuch time 
as hee and they ſhall continue Alderman, 
taking the Oath of a Juſtice of Peace ap- 
pointed by Parliament , which the Major, 
Re- 
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Recorder, or either of them, hereby have 
power to adminiſter unto them, (hall bee 
hereby a Juſtice of Peace to all intents 
and purpoſes whatſoever; and ſhall and 
may trom henceforth doe and execute ac- 
cordingly within the ſaid Ciry and Lt- 
berties thereof without any other Come» 
miſſion , any Law, Statute, Cuſtome, or 
Uſage in any wiſe to the contrary not=- 
withſtanding, Provided alwayes, Thar 
no Seffions of the Peace ſhall be= holden, 
and kept within the faid City and Liber- 
ties, Without the preſence, or appoint- 
ment of the Major, or Recorder, and the 
preſence of three, or more of other Juſtices - 
of Peace of the (aid Cicry for the time 
being. And bee it further enafted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That in regard 
of the great — of the ordering, 
and relieving of the Poore through the 
different abilitics of the ſeverall. and. re- 
ſpeQive Wards, inthe City of Loxdon, 
and Liberties thereof, The ſaid Corpora- 
tion or any ſcycn of them, ſhall bee hereby 
B 2 authotiſcd 


[16] 
authoriſed with conſent of the Comz 
mon-Councell of the ſaid City, to divide 
the ſeverall Wards with the Poore, and 
Stock to them belonging, into foure e« 
quall parts and proportions, for the more 
etfecuall and inditfcreact rehiefe of the 
Poore, and the avoiding future differen= 
ces, and diſjentions betweene the richand 
poore Pariſhes. And itis enated. by the 
authority aforeſaid, for the bettetreliefe of 
impotent aged perſons, and others not 
able to worke, and fit to bee relieved,and 
tor the imploying of the ocher Poore as a: 
forelaid, within the (aid City and Liberties, 
and providing all things for the execution 
of the work, intended by this AQ; Thar if 
the !'faid Preſident. and Governours fhall 
certific their want and defc, eicher of a 
prelene ſtock for the foundation thereoi, 
or: for ſupply thereof! for the future, and 
what famme and ſummes of Money they 
think. \fit for the Game under their Com- 
mon, Scale.;:to the Common-Councell of 
the aid City} - That: chereupon : the {aid 


Com-z 
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Common-councell are hereby authori- 
ſed and required from time to time to ſer 
downe and aſcertaine fuch competent 
ſunme. or fummes of Money for the pur- 
poſes aforeſaid , and the ſame to propor- 
tion out upon the ſeverall Wards as they 
ſhall chinkefit; And that thereupon the 
Aldermen, Deputy, and Common-coun. 
cell ment of cuery Watd, or the greater 
number of them, thall have powet and aus 
thority, and are hereby required equally 
and rndiflerently, according + to ' pro- 
portion appornted for che ievcrall Wards 
as aforelatd, to taxe and rate the feyerall 
Inhabitants within the faid refpeQive 
VVards : with which caxc, if any perſon 
or © perſonr, ſhall frade hinr, of themfelves 
grieved, as ſuppoſing'the tame co bee un- 
cqual},' hee and they ſhal], and may make 
their complaint knowne ta the Juſtices of 
the Peace, 'at the next open Seffions, who 
ſhall cake ſuch finall order cherein, as in like 
cales 13a by the Law provided. And 
tt 15 further enated by the aachoriry afore- 
B 3 ſaid 
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ſaid, That-it ſhall, and may bee lawful} 
to, and for the faid Preſident and Cover- 
nours upon taxations, and diſtributions 
made as aloreſaid, the ſame being made 
knowne te them by the ſaid Aldermen, oc 
Deputy of the ſaid (everall Wards by 
their Certificate in writing under their 
hands,to make Warrants under the hands of 
them, orany two of them, to bee direted 
to any one, or more of their Officers, to 
demand, gather and receive, of cvyery pers 
ſon and perſons, ſuch ſumme and fummes 
of Money, as {hall bee aſſeſſed upon them 
by vertne of the Taxations and Contri- 
butions aforeſaid; And for default of 
payment within tenne dayesafter demand 
made thereof, or notice in writing left 
- at the dwelling houſe, or lodging of cvery 
perſon ſo aſſeſſed to leavy the fame by 
diſtreſſe and (ale of the goods of every ſuch 
perſon, and after fſatisfaQtion made,to re- 
ſtore the ſucpluſage to the party ſo di- 
ſtrained. And its further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid; That the aforcſaid 

_ Corporation 
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Corporation or any ſeven perſons, Mem- 
bers thereof, or the ſaid Deputy and Trea- 
{ucer (for rhe time being) or one of them 
rogether with one or more of the Alder- 
men of the ſaid City, Members of the (aid 
Corporation, ſhall and may wichin the 
ſaid Ciry and Liberties doe and execute 
in cvery. reſpeQ for the better carrying on 
of this worke, ſuch thing, or things, AQ, 
or As, as is allowed and appointed b 
any Law, or Statute, to bee done Ro 
executed by any one, or more Juſtice, 
or Juſtices of Peace of the ſaid City, or 
of any County within this Realme, for 
and concerning the reliefe and imploy= 
ment of the Poore, and the puniſhment 
of Vagrants, and other diſorderly per- 
ſons, and the letting and keeping them 
to worke within the ſaid City, and Liber- 
ties thereof; And to put in execution 
any Law or Statute, (now in force ) rouch- 
ing binding out poore children Appren- 
tices, for the relief of the Poore, puniſh. 
ing Rogues and Beggers; And for cffeQ- 
ng 
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ing the remedies hereby intended. Andit is 
enaGed by the authoriry aforeſaid, That the 
faid Preſident and Governours, or any ſeven 
of them,ſhall have power from cime to time, 
tro makeand conſtiicute Orders and By-laws, 
tor the better relieving,regulating, and ſet- 
ting the poor on work, and the apprehen- 
ding and puniſhing of rogues, vagabonds,and 
Beggers within the ſaid City and Liberties, 
that bave not herewith honeſtly to maintain 
themſelves,and for other the matters atore- 
{aid;Provided, the ſaid Orders and By-Laws 
ſhall trom ceume to time, be preſented to,and 
allowed by the Common councell of the 
laid City, & by three,or more of the)uſtices 
of the upper Bench,common Pleas, and Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer, And it is ſurther en- 
acted by the authority aforeſaid 3 That the 
Treaſurer of the {aid Corporation , for the 
time being, ſhall once in every year yearly, 
between the four and twentyeth of Jure, 
and the nine and twentycrh of September, 
or oftner , ifneed require, give a true and 
perfe& accompt in writing of all there- 
ccipts, 


LF 
ceipts,charges,and disburſements in, and a» 
bour the premiſes unto the Auditors, for the 
time being, appointed for taking the Ac- 
compts of the Chamberlain, and Bridgema=- 
ſters of the faid City, and the ſaid Accompt 
ro remain in the cuſtody of the Chamberlain 
of the laid City; And it is enatted by the 
authority aforeſaid, Thatan Ordinance made 
this preſent Parliament the ſeventeenth day - 
of December, 1647. and every clauſe, and 
thing therin contained concerning any pro= 
vifion and releaf for the Poor of London, and 
the Liberties thereof, bee and, are hereby 
made Null-and repealed ; And it is en= 
ated by the authority aforeſaid, That 
it ſhall and may bee Jawfull to and for 
the ſaid Prefident and Governours, or ſeven 
of them j-to make enquiry for, and after 
any charicable gifc, or grant heretofore 
given and appointed, or hereafter to be 
given and appointed to, and for the main= 
renance & relief of the Poor within the ſaid 
City and Liberties thereof, and to a& and 
procced thereupon for diſcovering and re- 


torming the mifimployment thereof, in ſuch 
manner 


manner asany Commitſioners for charitable 
uſes, may doe by vertue of the Satute of 
43, Eliz, Chap,q. And that the ſaid Preſjz 
dent and Governours ſhalj, and may by 
themſelves, or {auch as they {hall appoint 
under their Common Seal, trec]y,and with= 
out fees {earch in any Courts, or Offices for 
any Records, or evidences, for tte diſco: 
very of any matter or thing concerning the 
ſame, And its further enacted, That the 
ſaid Preſident and Governors, or any twens 
ty,or more of them, bcing atlembled rogez 
ther, {hall have hereby power to chole, 
and entertaine al ſuch Officers and others, as 
ſhall beeneedfull to be imployed in, and a- 
bout the premiles,2nd th-m, or any of them 
from time to time to remove, as they ſhall 
ſee cauſe; And upon the death or remoyall 
of them,orany of them to chooſe others in 
their places for the carrying on of this 
work,and to make, and give luch reaſonable 
allowances unto them, or any of them, out 
of the ſtock and revenue belonging to the 
ſaid corporation,as they ſhall think fit;and ic 
15 enacted by the authority aforeſaid, tor the 
fuccherreleat,& imploying of the {aid poor, 


within 
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within the ſaid City and Liberties thereof, 
That the ſaid Prefident and Governors, 
or any ſeven of them (bal have hereby .pow- 
er to ere& one or more work-houle or 
work-houſes for receiving, relieving, & (et- 
ting the poor to work, & one or more houſe 
or houſes of CorreQion,as they ſhal think fir, 
for puniſhing of Rogues, Vagabonds, & beg- 
gers; And it 18 further enacted by the autho- 
ty afcreſaid, that if upon any aCtion, ſuitor 
plainr,to be commenced,or proſecuted by a- 
ny perſon or per{ons,in any Court whatſoe- 
ver,agianſt the ſaid Prefident & Governors, 
any of the (aid Juſtices of the Peace hereby 
authoriſed, or any of them,or any perſon or 
perſons tor doing,or executing any thing by 
their,or any of their Order, Warrant, com- 
mand,ordireQion,or coming into their, or 
any of their aid,or afliſtance,in,about,or con» 
cerning the premiſes,the Defendant or De= 
tendants may plead the generall iſſueofnot 
guilty and ſhall & may give the ſpeciall mat= 
cer in evidence, and it upon triall of the 
cauſe it ſhall appear the ſaid defendant, or 
detendants,did a& or doe the matter in que. 
ſtion by vertue of this AC, or that the 

Rate 
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matter of fa& whereupon the itlue is joined, 
was done in any other county, then where 
the fame fa&is laid to be done, That in {uch 
cale the Jury that ſhall rry the (ame, (hal find 
the defendant, or defendants in every ſuch 
aTion,plaint,or ſuit,nor guilty; And if in a- 
ny ation, plaint, or ſuir, the plaintiffe or 
plaintiffs become non ſuir, or ſuffer any dif- 
continuance thereof, or verdi& (hall paſs a=. 
oainſt him,orthem; that in every the ſaid 
caſes,the detendant,or defendants (hall have 
double coſts, and all other advantages & re- 
medies, asIn other caſes where coſts by rhe 
Laws ofthis Realm aregiven to defenda its; 


And it is further enacted by the authority a- 
forefaid that all Sheriffs, Baylyfs Conſta= 
bles and all other Officers, and Miniſters of 
Juſtice, ſhall be aiding and aſliiting co the 
{aid Corporation, ot any of them, and unto 
all ſuch Officersas (hal be imployed by them 


for the better executing, & performance of 


the ſaid ſervice. 
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H.Scobell, Cleric. Parliament, 
- DreLnane, 7, Maii., 1649. 

Rdered by the Commons aſſembled ia Parliament that 

this Aft be forthwith Printed and publiſhed. 


Hen, Scobel}, Cler. Parliament. 
FINIS. 


